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The "HaPArt" project is anchored 
in social creativity and aims to de-
velop housing that will blend and 
balance social and artistic life, eco-
nomic needs, environmental con-
cerns and facili tate personal growth. 
 
Our project is in its early stages, as 
we are recruiting new participants. 
This a difficult period as the few 
members are very busy with their 
regular activities. As well the con-
cept of co-housing is not very well 
known in Québec, especially among 
francophones, making the recruiting 
even more challenging.  
 
Bi-weekly meetings are held, where 

the seven members are invited to 
exchange ideas to better develop 
and sell the project. Contacts have 
been made with a para-public or-
ganisation promoting affordable 
housing in Montréal and it looks to 
be a promising avenue. Contacts 
have also been made at the CMHC 
for technical and financial support, 
and we are now preparing the re-
quired documents in order to apply 
for funding. 
 
For more information contact Diane 
Lafrenaye at 514 527 1160 or 
diane.lafrenaye@biz.videotron.ca. 
 

HaPArt, Montréal 
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The Chaswood Co-housing Group 
held its first meeting in October, 
2003, and its second in January.  
We have agreed upon a first itera-
tion of our vision statement and 
made good progress toward stating 
our core values and aims. The next 
meeting will be in late February. 
 
We wil l search for the best site for 
a 12 to 30-unit co-housing develop-
ment on 140 acres where two of the 
group's members already live.  This 

place is in Chaswood, near Middle 
Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia. 
 
There is agreement that this will be 
an intergenerational, environmen-
tally friendly community that bal-
ances common ownership and mu-
tual support with private ownership 
and the need for individual privacy.   
 
You can reach the group c/o Kath-
ryn and Ed Belzer at belzer@ns.
sympatico.ca. 

Chaswood Cohousing, Nova Scotia 
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2003 was a busy year at the 
WindSong Cohousing Commu-
nity in Langley, BC.  The seven-
year-old community saw eight 
home sale/purchases. Five 
households left the community, 
one to take up dual ownership in 
two other BC cohousing commu-
nities. Four existing homeowners 
purchased di ff erent homes 
within WindSong and two for-
mer renters purchased their own 
WS homes. Yea!! We also wel-
comed four new member house-
holds to the community.  
 
With these changes as well as 
the leaving of several of our 

young adults, our total popula-
tion is down from 100+ to about 
80. We have one home for sale 
and a growing waiting li st! 
 
We also welcomed a new baby 
into the community this year and 
said farewell to a dear member 
who died. Both transitions were 
marked with tender and beautiful 
ceremonies.  The first Memorial 
Service in our common house 
dining room prompted several 
members to say they'd li ke theirs 
to be "just like that".   
 
Life goes on and li fe is 
good at WindSong! 

Whole Vill age Receives Conservation Award 
Dave Beaton, Credit Valley Conservation 

WindSong  
Valerie McIntyre 

Conservation of the Credit River 
Watershed depends on the contri-
butions and support of many part-
ners. The Conservation Awards 
are presented on behalf of the 
Credit Valley Conservation Board 
of Directors to recognize those 
who have made a significant con-
tribution to the health of the 
Credit Watershed. 
 
Whole Village is trying to create 
a model of sustainable agriculture 
but their commitment goes be-
yond the traditional definition of 
agriculture. 
 
Whole Village has permanently 

protected their portion of the Al-
ton Wetland Complex and other 
natural areas using a Conserva-
tion Easement. They have stopped 
allowing cattle to access their 
wetlands and their reach of Shaws 
Creek, allowing a buffer to natu-
ralize.  
 
Whole Village also planted 4000 
trees to create a 30-metre corridor 
reconnecting two forest frag-
ments. 
 
For more information about the 
Caring for the Credit awards, visit  
http://www.creditvalleycons.com/
success/cvcawards.html.   

Jeff Gold accepted the Award 
on b ehalf of Whole Village  

Whole Village is looking for new 
members for a developing ecovil-
lage combining intentional com-
munity, ecological housing and 
sustainable agriculture on 191 
acres in Caledon with 8 member 
famili es. Construction is to begin 
in the spring; paid workers and 
volunteers are welcome. CSA 
gardens are open for subscription 
to shares of the harvest. Orienta-
tions take place on the farm on 
Feb. 15, March 20 and April 25 
from 1-4 pm.  
 
Contact Jeff Gold at 519-941-
1099 or info@wholevillage.
org.  

Orientations at 
Whole Village 

Jeff Gold 
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Life at Middle Road Community 
continues to pour forth in ways too 
numerous and varied to summa-
rize, but for example: our children 
need different kinds of support 
(and so do we!) as they progress 
through the various stages of 
schooling and life passages; our 
parents (those of us still lucky 
enough to have them) become 
more precious, in some cases 
needing us in new ways; we do 
what we can to connect with the 
wider world through activities li ke 
peace vigils; groups of us come 
together around common interests 
in activities such as yoga, singing, 
horseback riding, playing music 
together (some of our older teens 
have formed a ska band which has 
become quite well known locally!) 
and soaking up the sun on the 
beach (a distant memory with 
snow all around us at the moment). 
 
A lot of energy and effort was de-
voted over this past year to re-
viewing rentals, given that the 
number of rental situations in our 
Community increased from one to 
three. Through discussion, we 
came to consensus on extending to 
renters participation in Community 

meals, potlucks, events, and work 
parties and use of the Community 
garden as well as full access to the 
common lands. A welcoming com-
mittee was struck to assist in ori-
entation and communication. 
 
We completed the exterior facing 
of our root cellar and installed a 
drip irrigation system in our or-
chard.  A new gardening venture 
emerged: the growing of f lowers 
that can be used in dried floral ar-
rangements. 
 
This fall, we have task groups 
heading up inquiries in two areas.  
The meals task group is facilitating 
conversation about our Wednesday 
meals with a view to ensuring that 
this long-standing Community in-
stitution continues to meet evolv-
ing needs, including those of our 
children (now mostly teens). A 
second task group is focusing on 
our common land – about 10 hec-
tares.  Specific aspects under dis-
cussion include forest manage-
ment, fire prevention and prepar-
edness, and bioregional mapping. 
 
Some of the many flavours 
of life on the Middle Road. 

�� �  Recreating the Village...a contemporary approach 

COHOUSING DEVELOPMENT CONSULTING 

Development Management 
and Community Building 

Services for people 
who are creating their own 

communities 

Ronaye Matthew   ravens2@axion.net   604-570-0742 

The Canadian Cohousing 
Network (CCN) is a registered 
non-profit organization that 
promotes the creation of co-
housing communities as a 
model for sustainable devel-
opment by raising public 
awareness about cohousing 
and by bringing people to-
gether to form communities.   
 
The most valuable function of 
the CCN is making connec-
tions with people who are in-
terested in living in a cohous-
ing community. CCN links in-
dividuals and cohousing 
groups together to share re-
sources and make the proc-
ess of creating a community 
easier and more economical. 

Become a member 
of the Canadian  

Cohou sing Network 

Western Canada: 
#24 - 20543 96th Ave 
Langley, BC 
V1M 3W3 
24h info: 604-878-3311 
 
Eastern Canada: 
186 Ridgewood Cres. 
Bolton, ON 
L7E 4V6 
905-857-8738 

 
www.cohou sing.ca 

For more infor-
mation contact:  

Middle Road 
Stuart McKinnon  
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Cranberry Commons has been com-
pleted for slightly over two years 
now and this summer a couple of 
households decided (for various 
reasons) that they wanted to make a 
move. The community building 
committee proposed a marketing 
plan that they thought would be 
good for both homeowners and the 
Cranberry Commons community as 
a whole.  

The committee proposed that all 
members of the community share in 
the work of marketing the home and 
that the homeowner (who was sell-
ing) be asked to contribute $7000 
towards the common house furnish-
ing fund if the community was suc-
cessful at finding a buyer for their 
home.  

This plan could benefit the owner in 
the following ways: 

1. The cost for marketing the 
home would be reduced – real es-
tate commissions would be higher 
than $7000 based on the value of 
the homes at Cranberry Commons. 

2. Cohousing homes are generally 
more costly than homes in conven-
tional developments. Real estate 
agents typically do not understand 
the benefits and therefore have a 
difficult time selling the added 
value to potential purchasers. 
Cranberry Commons members are 
well informed about the quality, 
finishing and construction meth-
ods, and are therefore more able to 
provide this information to poten-
tial purchasers. The home is likely 
to sell for more when the purchaser 

is well educated about the benefits 
and added value. 

This plan could benefit the commu-
nity in the following ways: 

1. There would be an opportunity 
to ensure that potential purchasers 
are well educated about cohousing. 

2. The ongoing energy that is 
spent throughout the year provid-
ing tours, giving out information 
and collecting names for a waiting 
li st has a tangible result.  

In the end, the households who 
wanted to sell agreed to market 
their homes using this proposal. 
Members of the community volun-
teered and contributed to this effort 
in the following ways:  

� A web page was added to the 
Cranberry Commons website to ad-
vertise the homes for sale. 

� A sign was installed at the front 
entrance, which included a remov-

able “home for sale” section. 

� Community members responded 
to telephone and website inquiries, 
provided tours, included potential 
purchasers at community events, 
and provided information about the 
Cranberry Commons community. 

� Community members helped the 
purchaser to “make the offer” and 
helped to explain the information to 
the seller. It is important to note that 
no one was acting in the capacity of 
a real estate agent. Essentially the 
homes were “for sale by owner” , 
and the community was simply 
helping to support this function. 

Within a few months, all three 
homes had sold and Cranberry 
Commons now has close to $21,000 
in the common house furnishing 
fund. We have prioriti zed the 
spending for the first $14,000, so 
very soon we’ ll have new window 
coverings, cabinet doors and drawer 
fronts in our common kitchen, and a 

new gas range. 
This has been a 
v er y  go od 
“ c o m mu n i t y 
building” experi-
ence! 

For more infor-
mation about 
Cranberry Com-
mons visit our 
website: www.
cranberrycom-
mons.ca. 
 

The common hou se k itchen at Cranberry  
Commons  

Coho using Re-Sales at Cranberry Commons 
Ronaye Matthew 
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Common Ground is an Ottawa co-
housing group that plans to build a 
safe, comfortable and well de-
signed cohousing community 
where members have a sense of 
belonging.  
 
It is made up of 20 active members 
(in 15 households) of various ages, 
backgrounds and abilities who 
share the dream of li ving together 
as neighbours in an attractive com-
munity offering a healthy blend of 
public and private spaces. We in-
tend to build a medium density co-
housing project of 25-30 well de-
signed, member-owned homes 
ranging in size from bachelor to 3 
bedroom units that are affordable 
to people of various incomes.  
 
The public common house wil l be 
the social centre of the community 
and will feature a kitchen, dining 
hall, lounge, children’s room, 
workshop, laundry and guest suite. 

Shared outdoor green space for so-
cial gatherings will include a ter-
race, garden plots and a children’s 
play area.  
 
Car parking will be restricted to 
the periphery of the project or put 
underground and ample space will 
be provided for bicycles. An eleva-
tor will provide wheelchair acces-
sibility to some of the units and 
environmentally friendly building 
methods will be used where our 
budget permits. Our site preference 
is a central Ottawa location close 
to the amenities of the city’s core. 
 
We use a consensus building meet-
ing process which incorporates 
colour coded cards and we have set 
up committees  to deal with coor-
dination, communications, funda-
mentals and frameworks, project 
manager liaison, site selection, de-
sign, community building, finance, 
legal matters, web site and public-

ity.  
 
Common Ground has put together 
an initial cost estimate, a manual 
called the Cogrounder Code, a 
pamphlet, and a web site www.
coground.ca. With the assistance 
of Ronaye Matthews of Cohousing 
Development Consulting, we have 
produced a members’ priorities 
study, a net worth survey and a 
feasibility analysis report.  
    
Common Ground has hired Debbie 
Edwards, who has many years ex-
perience in managing the building 
of housing projects, to act as our 
project manager and one of her 
first tasks was to establish a 2-3 
year time line for occupancy. She 
is also advising us on cost esti-
mates, finance, design, site selec-
tion and the hiring of such profes-
sionals as an architect, accountant, 
lawyer and real estate agent. 
 

Our group meets twice a 
month – every third Monday 
at the Church of the Ascen-
sion, 253 Echo Drive 
(7:15pm) and every first 
Sunday at the Conservation-
Coop, 140 Mann Ave. 
(3:15pm, with a potluck sup-
per at 5:45pm). 
 
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Common 
Ground, please contact 
Marie-Jos� e 
Martin at info@coground.ca. 

Common Groun d  
Frank Antonsen 

Appeal for Financing Ideas 

Common Ground is won-
dering whether any other 
cohousing groups would 
like to share their experi-
ences in how they went 
about financing their co-
housing projects.  
 

Please e-mail your ex-
periences to Frank Anton-
sen, Common Ground Fi-
nance Committee at 
antonsen@magma.ca 
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Since originally joining CCN last 
winter, Clearwater Commons has 
amalgamated with another group, 
Wood Buffalo Cohousing.  This 
group quali f ies for funding 
through the Federal Provincial Af-
fordable Housing Program and 
has the support of the designated 
Municipal non-profit developer.  
 
We plan on building a mixture of 
affordable and market units. Both 
groups work in partnership with 
H.O.M.E.S. as the non-profit de-
velopment sponsor.  We are busy 
fund raising to pay for assistance 
with preparing a professional 
business plan.  A proposal wil l be 
submitted to CMHC for seed 
funding as well.  If other groups 
have any suggestions of someone 
who could help us with the busi-
ness plan, we would appreciate 
your feedback or referrals.   

Organizing as a cooperative has 
its challenges even for Cohousing 
professionals. One of the ways we 
are raising money is by operating 
a "Budget Beds with Breakfast" 
Program for people new in Fort 
McMurray.  We have accommo-
dated 8 people in the last year.  
Some of them became interested 
in our long-term goals while stay-
ing with us.  
 
Another of our fund raising ef-
forts had us hosting an art exhibi-
tion and open house featuring 
Calgary Metal Sculptor Richard 
Freely.  His work dazzled the 
folks who attended the "Meet the 
Artist" evening in November and 
got us a spot on the local evening 
news and lots of great press and 
an interview on "Morning Line" 
the local radio talk show.  
 

Our Pets for H.O.M.E.S. program 
also provides us with a neat way 
of connecting with people at Ba-
zaars and everywhere we go.  It 
seems a less threatening way to 
approach people and gives us an 
opening to talk about "Common 
Sense Housing".  
 
We have a long way to go build-
ing our group and getting funding 
in place but we are determined to 
be building in the spring of 2005.  
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Update from Fort McMurray 
Maggie Dutton 

Looking back at our first year in 
existence, the Toronto Cohousing 
Initiative has come a long way. A 
year ago, this group was a twinkle 
in the eyes of its members, some-
thing we hoped to be part of 
someday. A year ago, there was 
no Toronto Cohousing Initiative.  
 
Not that we'll be moving into our 
cohousing community any time 
soon. We don't yet have a site, or 
a community design, or financial 
plans. We've lost a few people 

along the way, due to life's chal-
lenges or frustration with a slow 
process. Creating cohousing can 
be so emotionally draining.  
 
But we are still excited about the 
idea of living in cohousing in To-
ronto, and are encouraged by sto-
ries from all of you who have 
succeeded and are now enjoying 
your communities. 
 
We have certainly learned a lot 
during our first year, and our next 

steps seem clearer than ever. We 
now know that there are suitable 
sites in Toronto at a reasonable 
price, and where to go for finan-
cial support to help us get ready 
to take the leap. And we know 
there are people in Toronto who 
want to live in cohousing, have 
plenty of skills and knowledge to 
contribute and would be great 
neighbours! 

Toronto Cohousing Turns One 
Adriana Stagni 
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Since the inception of Chuckle-
berry, we have had a vision of 
our grounded, land-based inten-
tional community migrating 
south each year.   
 
Beginning in November here at 
Chuckleberry, we are blessed 
with a generous amount of deep-
powder snow which creates a 
winter wonderland.  Skiing and 
snow shoeing trails are easily ac-
cessible from our back doors.   
 
Much as we love to enjoy this 
winter wonderland, some of the 
community members feel that 
heading south to share our 
knowledge and to learn from oth-
ers will expand our community 
and deepen our global connec-

tion. 
 
Therefore, this year, for the first 
time, some of our members are 
taking Chuckleberry south to Se-
dona, Arizona and Mexico 
through their facilitation of re-
treats on the following topics:   
 w

Opening to Life Purpose and 
Passion w

Sacred Sexuality (Tantra) w

Couples Retreat w

Mandela Magic – Transform-
ing Life's Transitions w

A Cleanse for Body, Mind and 
Spirit (one to two weeks) 

 
We extend a warm invitation to 
vacation and learn with us.  For 
more information, please call 

250-359-5051 or 250-359-6669.  
You can also email us at: work-
shops@netidea.com. 
 
You can also check out our web-
site at www.celebratingwomen.
bizland.com. Please note that the 
workshops are open to anyone. 
 
Chuckleberry continues to extend 
its membership with opportuni-
ties to explore our community 
through our Conscious Lifestyle 
Training Program.  We also have 
rental si tuations avai lable.  
Please call 250-359-6699 or 250-
359-6669 if you have an interest 
in either of these possibilities.   

University of Uppsala, Sweden  
13-18 April 2004 

 
Convenors: Nicholas Deakin (LSE), Nir Tsuk (Cambridge)  
 
The focus of the workshop wil l be on the interplay between 
social and p olitical concepts and realised utopias. 
 
For further info, contact Nir Tsuk at nt225@cam.ac.uk   

Conference Anno uncement 
The Poli tics of Utopia:  

Intentional Communities as Social Science Microcosms 

Chuckleberry Happily Goes South 
Bobb ie Ogletree 
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A unique cohousing project has 
space for a diversity of members, 
varying in skill s, who are con-
cerned and interested in issues in-
cluding housing, eco habitat protec-
tion, homelessness and leakycon-
dos. 
 
Our ideal location boasts: 

x 5-minute walk to Lougheed 
Skytrain centre and mall 

x 10-minute walk to community 
centre and library 

x 15-minute walk to Burnaby 
Lake 

x Oversized  units 
x Dense greenbelt and land stew-

ardship opportunities 
 
Our vision of intentional commu-
nity living for famili es features: 

x Safety and security  
x 100% composting  

x Consensus based,  non-
hierarchical neighbourhood 
management  

x Rainwater collection  
x Home schooling network  
x Local songbird habitat en-

hancement and preservation  
x Public weekend market  
x Edible landscapes  
x Future low footprint Suzuki 

Award ª2010º.  
 
Please tell us about yourself, in-
cluding your skill s, occupation, as-
pirations, family size and special 
needs. Contact us at:  
lccpp@telus.net, or LCCPP, L'Eco 
Village Opportunity, #204, 
9330 Sandlewood Cres.                                          
Burnaby, B.C.V3N 4M5 

Greetings from the Coast! 
 
The members of Vancouver Co-
housing are all very busy with the 
many facets of developing a co-
housing community.   
 
We kicked off the spring with a 
dig and dine event, inviting every-
one that had attended an orienta-
tion meeting to help prepare our 
garden plot.  It was a beautiful 
warm spring day and we all en-
joyed digging in the dirt.  Some of 
us turned the sod and others 
weeded the newly acquired traffic 
circle.  Afterwards we dined on a 
tremendous pot luck feast with lots 
of variety and tasty treats. 
 
Several members took on the 
maintenance and watering of the 
traffic circle and garden plot for 
the summer.  We experienced the 
hottest driest summer in 100 years 
so keeping everything watered and 
alive was no small task.  The traf-
fic circle not only beautified the 
area but gave us an opportunity to 
interact with the people in one of 
the areas we would like to live as a 
group.  

 
We have retained a team of pro-
fessionals to assist in the search 
for land.  We are currently search-
ing for a lawyer and an architect, 
preferably with some knowledge 
of co-housing.   
 
Our design committee is gathering 
design ideas and working hard at 
developing a design process.  A 
few of our members are research-
ing all the legal aspects of incor-
poration so we are prepared to be 
incorporated when we are success-
ful in finding the right property. 
 
The finance committee is currently 
fine tuning our financial require-
ments document.  Many of our 
documents have been revised and 
updated to keep us current as we 
learn more along this journey. 
 
We know there is a lot of work to 
do but continue to keep focused on 
the current tasks and keep moving 
ahead.  Fun sociable events in con-
junction with our regular meetings 
help keep the motivation up and 
have us all l ooking forward to the 
next scheduled meeting. 

Vancouver Cohou sing 
Heather Brown 

Everything is going very well at 
Roberts Creek! The civil works are 
now complete and home construc-
tion is starting! We stil l have to fi-
nalize the subdivision - the regula-
tory authorities need to sign off , but 
the SCRD has given us permission 
to start on two homes right away. 
So we©re definitely "over the 
hump"! 
 
The project is sold out with all 31 
households/members in place. Now 
it©s just a matter of getting the 
homes built on budget! 

Roberts Creek 
Ronaye Matthew 

Neighbours Wanted for Intentional Community in Burnaby 
Georgia Doerksen 
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In her book, Creating a Life To-
gether, Diana Leafe Christian offers 
a wealth of valuable tools to 
achieve the goal of a viable, estab-
li shed ecovill age or intentional 
community. From her perspective 
as editor of Communities magazine 
and through conversations with 
many community activists, Ms. 
Christian has drawn on the experi-
ence of a wide range of groups, in 
order to distill a practical compen-
dium of what works and what does-
n©t -- and why. 
 
The book is well -organized into 
three parts, effectively using the 
imagery of a garden: 
 
Part One: Planting the Seeds of 

Healthy Community 
Part Two: Sprouting Commu-

nity: Techniques and 
Tools 

Part Three: Thriving in Com-
munity -- Enriching the 
Soil 

 
Part One offers guidance to commu-
nity founders on laying the ground-
work for community. It spells out  
the steps that need to be taken be-
fore land is purchased, including 
chapters on "Getting Real about Fi-
nances," the importance of clarify-
ing your  vision (and writing it 
down!): "Creating Vision Docu-
ments," and deciding how to decide: 
"Power, Decision-making and Gov-
ernance." From her research, Ms. 
Christian found that "most new-
community failures seemed to result 
from ...  ©structural© conflict."  In this 
part of the book, she lays out six 
steps to establishing a structure that 
wil l help to withstand the stresses of 

personality differences, evolving 
expectations, and financial de-
mands. She quotes cohousing activ-
ist Zev Paiss as saying that creating 
community "is the longest, most ex-
pensive personal growth workshop 
you©ll ever undertake." 
 
Part Two goes into detail on the 
myriad aspects of creating a com-
munity, from forming policies and 
agreements ("Good Documents 
Make Good Friends") to the various 
legal entities available and, of 

course, "The Great Land-Buying 
Adventure."  There is a chapter de-
scribing a number of ways of f i-
nancing your development costs, 
and one on ways your community 
can support itself once it©s built 
("Can We Afford to Live There?").   
 
This part of the book also contains a 
fine chapter on zoning issues, which 
offers a very clear layman©s intro-
duction to municipal zoning bylaws, 
and how they affect your property 
search. Another chapter presents the 
basics of making good use of your 
land, sustainably developing the 
physical community so that it sup-
ports your community©s purpose.  
This chapter also includes a helpful 
perspective on the need for privacy 
and how to meet it. 

Part Three explores the nitty gritty 
issues of li ving together in commu-
nity.  However high our ideals, it©s 
the day-to-day li ving of them that 
fulfills the raison d’etre of being 
together. The chapter entitl ed 
"Communication, Process and Deal-
ing with Conflict" takes a close look 
at how people living in community 
can help themselves and each other 
to grow into a mature, viable human 
settlement. Ms. Christian cautions 
that not everyone is ready for the 
intensity of community li ving.   

Emotional maturity is a key 
quality for successful commu-
nity members.  The author of-
fers a number of ways of 
evaluating whether a prospec-
tive member will be an asset to 
the community©s growth and 
continued success.   
 
The book concludes with Ap-
pendices containing sample 

Vision Documents and Community 
Agreements to help a new commu-
nity to create their own, and a 
wealth of resources where more 
help is available when needed. Al-
though written around the author©s 
experience in the United States, 
most of the legal and financial ma-
terial in the book is readily adapt-
able for use in Canada. 
 
Creating a Life Together is a book 
that can give your community a 
much stronger chance of being 
among the ten percent that achieve 
success, by saving years of trial and 
error.  If your purpose for forming a 
community is a driving force, this 
book can give focus and direction 
so that you reach your goal. 

Review of Creating a Life Together   
by Diana Leafe Christian 

Dorothy Mazeau 

Creating a Life To-
gether: 
Practical Tools to Grow 
Ecovillages and Inten-
tional Communities 
Diana Leafe Christian 
2003 
New Society Publishers 
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Loc ation  
Group name  

Contac t add ress 

Households 
tota l 

(c urrent) 

Contac t Name  Website  
Phone   
Email  

 Comm ents  

BRITISH COLUMBIA GROUPS  

Completed Communities  

BURNABY 
Cranberry Commons  
4272 Albert Street 
Burnaby, BC  
V5C 2E8 

  www.c ranberryc ommons.c a  
(604) 298-9220 

ruth@c ranberrycommons.c a 

 Mixed townhouse/ apt. 20 min drive to down-
town Van. Pa rks, sc hoo ls, rec . centre, restau-
rants, shops & other amenities a ll in wa lking 
d istance. Spec tac ula r mounta in views!  

22 (22) Ruth Wa lmsley  

   
LANGLEY 
WindSong  
20543-96th Ave. 
Lang ley, BC   
V1M 3W3 

  www.cohousing.ca / c ohsng4/
windsong (604)888-3831 

va landgreg@windsong.bc .c a 

 Townhome development nestled on 6 ac res 
with 4 ac res of natura l reserve, g lass en-
c losed pedestrian street, 5000 sq ft Comm on 
House.  

34 (34) Va lerie Mc Intyre  

   
NELSON 
3140 The Midd le Road 
Nelson, BC   
V1L 6M3 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(250) 825-9497 

oc kenden@netidea .com  

 Sing le family, owner built homes on 50 ac res 
over loo king Kootenay Lake. Households 
own their lots p lus sha re in 25 commonly held 
ac res, two ac res ga rden land . Comm on 
House is a beautifully renova ted ba rn. 

12 (12) Gary Ockenden  

   
NORTH VANCOUVER 
Quayside Village  
510 Chesterfie ld Ave. 
North Vanc ouver, BC  
V7M 2L9 

  www.cohousing.ca / c ohsng4/
quayside 

 Mixed townhouse/ apart. Inc red ib le views of 
oc ean, mounta ins & c ity. Wa lk to a pub lic 
market, shops, restaurants, c inemas, pa rks & 
ga rdens.  

19 (19) Carol Mc Quarrie (604) 985-1514  

    
VICTORIA  
Card iff Plac e  
1246 Fa irfie ld Rd. 
Vic toria , BC 
V8V 3B5 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(250) 920-9941  

kkane@telus.net 

 Heritage apa rtment style, one mile from the 
beac h, c lose to pa rks,  shopp ing, pub lic 
transporta tion, wa lking d istance to down-
town.  

17 (17) Ka thleen Kane  

   

Projec ts in Development  
NANAIMO 
Pac ific Gardens  
504-150 Promenade Dr.  
Nana imo, BC  
V9R 6M6 

  www.cohousing.ca  
250-753-4892 

info@ec oconnec tions.ca 

 4.33 ac res with tranquil river sett ing ; we envi-
sion 25 a ttached homes with covered wa lk-
ways, la rge c entra l c ommon house, ga r-
dens, open green spaces, ec olog ic a l design. 
Loo king for add itiona l members. 
Site Purc hased 

25 (5) Susana Mic haelis  

   

ROBERTS CREEK 
Roberts Cree k Cohousing  
Box 152  
Roberts Cree k, BC  
V0N 2W0 

  www.cohousing.ca /
robertsc ree k  

(604) 885-2971 
ga rykent@uniserve.com 

 A mix of detac hed and a ttac hed housing on 
ac reage with a c ommon house, sha red 
workspac es, ga rdens, etc . First homes ready 
for move-in sp ring 2004.  
Under c onstruc tion 

31 (31) Gary Kent 

  
SLOCAN  
Chuc kleberry  
RR1 Site 7 C56 
South Sloc an, BC  
V0G 2G0 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(250) 359-6669 

c sc ott@netidea .c om 

 Situa ted on 23 beautiful ac res in the Selkirk 
Mounta ins, terrific views of the Kootenay 
River Va lley. Currently have four forested lots  
ava ilab le, two with existing houses. New 
members warmly welc omed . 
Site Purc hased 

20 (5) Jon Sc ott  

   

Canadian Cohou sing Groups at a Glance 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA GROUPS  

Forming Groups  
BOWEN ISLAND 
Island Sp irit Cohousing 
RR#1, R22  
Bowen Island 
V0N 1G0 

 Lynn Fearn  & 
Rene 

Beauchamp 

www.cohousing.ca  
604-947-0987  

lfea rn@cwshost.c om 

 Newly formed group of Bowen Island residents 
c omm itted to having c ohousing bec ome a 
rea lity on Bowen Island . Looking for 20 Ac res 
forested with nea rby acc ess to the ocean. 

24/ 31 (4)  

  
BURNABY 
Cohousing a t Glenrob in 
204-9330 Sand lewood Cr  
Burnaby, BC 
V3N-4M5 

  www.cohousing.ca  
604 420 2926  

lcc pp @telus.net 

 Loo king a t a potentia l site on a greenbelt, w ith 
c lustered pa rking heavily treed, c entra l to 
shops and skytra in. We wish to inc lude elderly, 
peop le with d isab ilities, pa rents, teens, and 
c hild ren. 

24/ 30 (7) Georg ia  
Doerksen 

 

   
FRASER VALLEY 
Yarrow Ec ovillage  
42312 Yarrow Centra l Rd 
Yarrow, BC  
V2R 5E2 

  www.ya rrowec ovillage.c a  
604-513-0112  

gerryk@windsong.bc .c a 

 Yarrow Ec ovillage will be a comm unity tha t 
strives to live in ha rmony within itself and with 
its neighbours and with na ture. New members 
who support our p rinc ip les a re welc ome. 

 Gerry Kilgannon  

   
KELOWNA 
Kelowna Cohousing  
19 - 845 Jones Stree t 
Kelowna , BC 
V1Y 2S6 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(250)-763-0703  

trekmed@shaw.ca 

 A mixture of townhouses, apa rtments and ga r-
dens in an c luster  designed to foster c ommu-
nity and respec t ind ividua l p rivac y.  Urban - 
w ith an ec olog ic a l fea ture - fie lds, tree s, 
streams 

28 (2) Forbes Leslie  

   
TOFINO 
Ta lking Cedars  
213 Derby Plac e 
Nana imo, BC  
V9R 6H3 

  www.earthfuture.c om/
ta lkingcedars  
250-754-1321  

ta lkingcedars@telus.net 

 17 ac re old -growth c edar forest zoned for a 
c a r-free, passive sola r, c lustered c ohousing 
ec ovillage inc lud ing c ommon house, sha red  
home-based business workshop , while p reserv-
ing most of the forest. 

46 (1) Mary Weston  

   
VANCOUVER 
Vanc ouver Cohousing 
269 E 23rd  
Vanc ouver, BC 
V5V 1X4 

  www3.telus.net/ c ohousing  
(604) 298-9553  

spatten@telus.net  

 We a re looking for enthusiastic members who 
want to be pa rt of designing their c ommunity 
from the ground up. Visit our website to lea rn 
more about us. 

 Sc ott Patten  

   

ALBERTA GROUPS  

Completed Communities  
CALGARY 
Pra irie Sky Cohousing  
402 - 30 Ave N.E.  
Ca lga ry, Alberta  

  www.p ra iriesky.ab .c a  
403-276-4296 

susan@pra iriesky.ab .ca 

 Loc a ted in the inner c ity c omm unity of 
Winston Heights. 2 & 3 bed room townhouses & 
apa rtments, 3200 SF c ommon house centra l 
c ourtya rd with c ommunity ga rdens and c hil-
d ren's p lay a rea 

18 (18) Ka thleen Ryan  

   

Forming Groups  
FORT MCMURRAY 
Clea rwa ter Commons 
159 Eymundson Rd.  
Fort Mc Murray, AB 
T9H 4M1 

  www.thehomesprojec t.
shawb iz.c a / c lea rwa terhome.

htm  
780-715-0449  

mdutton@shaw.c a 

 This forming group intends to build a town-
house style c omp lex in Timberlea a rea with 
sha red amenities suc h as: la rge kitc hen, flex 
roo m hot tub , workshops, and more. Welc ome 
to new members! 

25/ 30 (3) Magg ie Dutton  
   

MANITOBA GROUPS  

Forming Groups  
WINNIPEG 
Cohousing Manitoba  
780 Broc k St. 
Winnipeg, MB 
R3N 0Z5. 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(204) 489-7500  

judewa lk@hotma il.c om 

 We p lan to loc ate in centra l Winnipeg. 
Our focus is on d iversity, inc lud ing in-
c ome, culture, age, & ab ilities. Our de-
sign and ma intenanc e will be sensitive 
to environmenta l issues. 

15-30 Judy Wa lker  

   
WINNIPEG 
Winnipeg East Group  
Box 11, Grp .16, RR1 Anola , MB  
R0E 0A0 

  www.cohousing.ca  
(204) 866-4489  
kg93@web.net 

 80 ac res loca ted 30 minutes from Win-
nipeg 's east perimeter. Ec olog ic a l de-
sign and ec o-centre pa rt of the 
d ream. New members enc ouraged to 
sha re the d ream. 

8-10 (3) Ka ren Ridd  

 Fiona Muld rew  
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ONTARIO GROUPS  

Completed Communities 

Ottawa 
Terra Firma  
Cohou sing 
166 Drummond St. 
Ottawa, ON K1S 1K4 

7(6) Fred  
Simpson/  

Suzanne Gagnon  
 

Rebecca Aird 

(613) 565-0156 
gagnonsu@magma.ca 

 
(613)233-6286 

Aird@marbek.ca 

 Two three-door row houses, some neighbors are par-
ticipating in community activities 

Oro Township 
Rowanwood 
RR#2 
Oro Station, ON  
L0L 2E0 

11 (8) Vivian  
Abbott 

(705) 835-2999  Intergenerational, rural, with barn, common garden 
and maple woodland/sugarbush 

Projec ts in Devel opm ent  

Alton 
Whole Village 
20725 Shaw’s Creek Rd. 
Alton, ON L0N 1A0 

30 (11) Jeff Gold 
 

Mary MacEachern 

www.wholevillage.org 
(519) 941-1099 

info@wholevillage.org 

 Biodynamic farming, Community Farm, Community 
Supported Agriculture 
5 people are living on the active farm 

Orillia 
Foxfell Friends  
Community 
RR#2 
Oro Station, ON  
L0L 2E0 

12(6) Vivian  
Abbott 

(705) 835-2999  Twelve apartments in three groups of four 
Actively seeking members 

Forming Group s 

Ottawa 
Common Ground 
501-762 West Somerset St 
Ottawa, ON 
K1R 6P9 

25-30(18) Marie-Josee Martin info@coground.ca 
613-237-9632 

 Inviting, well designed homes grouped around a 
common house, in a central location, close to 
amenities 
Townhouses and apartments with inside and outside 
play spaces 
Accommodating a diversity of people  

Kingston 
Kingston Cohou sing 
141 Hawthorne Ave. 
Kingston, ON  
K7M 1Y9 

15-20 Dan Taft (613) 389-9025  Looking for 25-200+ acres, with a mix of forest, wa-
terfront, arability and rugged terrain, within ½ hour 
northwest of Kingston 

Toronto 
Toronto Cohousing  

15-20 (8) Adriana Stagni (416) 423-5560 
adriorr@yahoo.ca 

 Seeking an urban location, close to shops, services, 
public transit and green space 
Consideration for our diversity, health, environmental 
impact and affordability 
Yoga/martial arts room 

QUEBEC GROUPS 

Forming Group s 

Logigroupe HaPArt 
5419 Garnier 
Montréal, QC 
H2J 4E2 
 

 Diane Lafrenaye 514 527 1160 
diane.lafrenaye@biz.
videotron.ca 
ttp://cf.groups.yahoo.com/
group/ViaNova_Cohousing/ 

 Aims to blend and balance social and artistic life, eco-
nomic needs, environmental concerns and facilitate 
personal growth 
Currently recruiting 

NOVA SCOTIA GROUPS 

12943 Hwy. 224 
R.R. 2 
Shubenacadie, NS 
B0N 2H0  

12 - 30 Kathryn and Ed 
Belzer 

belzer@ns.sympatico.ca  Intergenerational, environmentally friendly community 
on 140 acres  

Forming Group s 


